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Concept Note
for
The 11" NRCT-ICSSR Joint Seminar on
THE INDIA-THATLAND BOND: PAST, PRESENT AND FUTURE
(Celebrating the 70-Year Bond between India and Thailand)

Seminar Dates: 21-22 February 2017
The Empress Hotel, Chiang Mai, Thailand

Asst. Prof. Surat Horachaikul,
Director of Indian Studies Center,
Chulalongkorn University

Rationale:

Although the official state-to-state relations between India and Thailand began in August 1947, it is an undeniable
fact that the tie between (the subcontinent) India and Thailand dated back several centuries. India and Thailand are
situated in each other’s extended neighborhood. The two countries share a maritime boundary in the Andaman Sea.
Hinduism, Buddhism, Pali-Sanskrit, amongst others, are the roots of the bilateral relations between the peoples of
the two lands. The civilizational relations between the two had continued before the British assumed her power in
the subcontinent India. About two decades before India gained independence, Gurudev Rabindranath Tagore tried to
revive the relations between India and Southeast Asia in the name of Asian unity. After India gained independence
in 1947, Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru in the 1950s was also keen to revive the relations. However, the Cold War politics
undermined the two to get close to each other. Immediately in the aftermath of the Cold War, India began
reorienting its foreign policy priorities by embarking upon its Look-East policy which aimed to revive the economic
relations with Southeast Asia or ASEAN’s member states. Today, under the leadership of Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, the Look East is given a new name and a new focus of 3Cs (commerce, connectivity and culture). Today,
even though the civilization linkage is vibrant and there are no major differences between India and Thailand in the
world stage, analysts and academia seem to be in consensus that there is still room for the two countries to move
further than the existing bond.

The year 2017 is special because the relations between the two countries will turn 70. In this regard, the 11% NRCT-
ICSSR Joint Seminar on ‘The India-Thailand Bond: Past, Present and Future,” wish to explore the bilateral bond
between the two countries under six themes, namely, (1) history, (2) religion and literature, (3) diaspora and
language, (4) economy (5) politics and security and (6) education. Scholars and practitioners on the India—Thailand
relations from India and Thailand will explore issues under these five themes in the context of past, present and
future. NRCT and ICSSR hope that this 11" joint seminar will be able to satisfy the following objectives.

Objectives:

(1) To celebrate the 70-year bilateral relations between India and Thailand;

(2) To disseminate information and knowledge on the relations between India and Thailand in the bilateral,
regional and global contexts;

(3) To strengthen knowledge on the India—Thailand relations; and

(4) To enhance network building among scholars on India and Thailand and in particular examine the
possibility of research collaboration between Indian and Thai scholars.

The sub-themes of the seminar:

(1) History

(2) Religion, Philosophy and Literature

(3) Diaspora and Language

(4) Economy: Trade / ASEAN/ Tourism / Connectivity

(5) Politics and Security, (Non-)Traditional Security Linkage
(6) Education on India and Thailand/ASEAN
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Overview Schedule of
The 11t NRCT-ICSSR Joint Seminar on

THE INDIA-THAILAND BOND: PAST, PRESENT AND FUTURE

(Celebrating the 70-year bond between India and Thailand)

Organized by the National Research Council of Thailand NRCT), Thailand
In collaboration with Indian Council of Social Science Research JCSSR), India

2122 February 2017
The Empress Hotel, Chiang Mai, Thailand

1* Day: Tuesday 21 February 2017

08.30hrs.

09.00 hrs,

09.10 hrs,

10.30 hrs.

1330 hrs.

1535 hrs.

Registration

Opening
1.(ITBC),

Phetcharat Room, 38 Floor

Remarks by
2.Prof Sukhadeo Thorat, Ph.D.

Secretary-.General, the National Research Council of Chairman, Indian Council of Social Science Research

Thailand

Congratulatory Remarks by
1. HE. Mr. Bhagwant Singh Bishnol, (TBC) 2.Mr.Pawin Chamniprasart, (TBC)

Ambassador of India to the Kingdom of Thailand Gavernor, Chiang Mai
SESSION 1: History
-Q&A (10 min)

SESSION 2: Religion, Philosophy and Literature
-Q&A (10 min)

SESSION 3: Diaspora and Language
-Q&A (10 min)

2™ Day: Wednesday 22 February 2017

08.00 hrs.

08.30 hrs,

09.00hrs.

11.00hrs.

14.00 hrs.

1645 hrs.

Registration

Phetcharat Room, 3 Floor

Key Note Speech by (TBC)

SESSION 4: Economy: Trade / ASEAN / Tourism / Connectivity
-Q&A (10 min)

SESSION §: Politics and Security, (Non-) Traditional Security Linkage
- Q&A (10 min)

SESSION 6: Education on India and Thailand/Asean

1. Research and Information System for Developing Countries (RIS), India
2. North-Eastern Hill University (in Shilong), India
3. Chiang Mai University
4.  Chulalongkorn University
5. Mahidol University
6. Thammasat University
7. Silpakorn University
-Q&A (10 min)
Closing Remarks by
1.(IBC) 2.(TBG)

Secretary-General, the National Research Council of
Thailand
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